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Profiting by the courtesy of the Trustees of the British 
Museum y I have obtained for the purpose of reproduction 
in a booky shortly te be published^ photographic blocks of 
the Declaration concerning matter of Bounty published 
^by King James in 1610. The particular mention which 
is made.of this Declaration in the Statute of Monopolies 
renders it unique among English legal and historical 
documents and the interest attaching to it is enhanced by 
the circumstance that the document itself has been so 
completely lost to knowledge for two hundred and fifty 
years past that even its title has been only imperfectly 

known to writers upon English law since the days of 

* 

Sir Edward Coke. 

By an arrangement with my publishers I have secured 
the first two hundred impressions from these blocks in a 
separate form to be issued for private circulation and 
presuming upon the rarity and interesting character of 
the document I take the liberty with great respect to beg 
your kind acceptance of one of these copies. ^ 

/■« 

/ have the honour to be, '"H'-p-^ ^ 

Your very obedient Servant y^^ 
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A 
Declaration of His 

MaieftiesRoyall pleafure,in 

whatfortHe thinketh 

fit to enlarge, 

Or referue Himjelfe in matter 
ofBountie^. 



^Imprinted at London hy1R$l>ett 

Sarier, Primer to the Kingsmoft 
Excellent MaicfHf. 

Anko i^io. 



f By the King. 



A DECLARA 

T I O N OF HIS. 

t^^lfaie^ies 'R^all pleafiire->, in 

what fort he thinkth fii to enlarge, 

or rcferuehimiclfein matter 

cfBountie. 

Auing fo partf- 
cularly defiended 
into the confidera- 
t'ton of our Eftate^, 
(^reJpeUing Trea- 
fure , WReue- 
nue, ^ /w Ttefinde it full ofdifficul- 
tj to reduce thefame-i , to the termes 
<iA ■>, that 
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that are to he fpijhedjhyanjfuchfud- 
. den orcertamemeanes yOiVoiUnot re^ 
(juire fome length of Time , and 
change of former Qxx^omcs^both in 
the maner of our Expcncc , and of 
o«r Bountie ; IV^ee haue thought it 
one of the best farts of the C arc, not 
onely to refolue mth our fe lues ^to de^ 
dine from all maner of Expence 
thatjhall not bee necejfarjfor the^ 
fafetieofOur Crowne, andhonour 
of that EHate and dignitie ( ypbich 
no Kjng can fuffer to fall ^ but hee 
muH run into contempt both abroad 
and at home ) but alfo to tahfuch 
further courfe as may mah hioi»en 
to Our Seruants and SubieBs ; that 
although it isfarrefrom Ourinten* 
tion to flop all liberalitie from Our 

ypeli 
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roell defer uing Serumts, Yet JVee 
meane not in reJpeU of the vaine or 
vnnecefary Expence, ofanyfru 
uateman (or vfonfalfefiggefiion of 
former ferulces^ to he dram^en either 
by the mediation of friends , or by 
the import unitie of arty part ie inne^ 
cefitie^fo farre to reJpeU or commi* 
ferate others ^ as to caH Our Selues 
and our Tofieritie into.thofe "wants 
orftreights , 'which may driue Vs to 
lay burdens on OurT^eople, to "whom 
Wee defire to endeere Our Selues by 
all the Princely of fees of Fauour 
and T?roteUion iwhich any earthly 
IQng can affoord vnto his SubieBs, 
Qjfnd therefore as JV^e doe on the one 
part exprejfely forbid all Our Ser^ 
uants and SubieSs (^ofvfhat condi- 

tion 



+ 

timfoeuer they be ^ to profound or 
offer my Smtes to Vs, by which Our 
People in generaS may beimpoueru 
JheaoroffreJfediSoon the other fart 
We doe likf»ife exprejjely forbid all 
ferfons T»hat/oeuer, to prefume^ to 
freJfeVsforany thing that may ei^ 
ther tume to the diminution of Our 
^uene» and fetled%eceipts yOr laj 
more charge vpon Our Ordinarie^^ 
vf on fame to be heide and refuted 
in either ofthofe two i^ndes, asfer^ 
fins vnworthy to enioy Our Fauour 
or l?refence^ for euer* fn which 
conjtderation, becaufe Wee know not 
whether We may vnawares, or vfon 
muhiplicitie ofbujim/fe, chance^ to 
paJJLj any (jraunt or Warrant, con^ 
trwry to the Order fit downeherem : 

Wee 



Wee doe not onelj forbid allferfons 
Vfhatjbeuer , (^either Officer or o^^ 
thers) toreceiuednjfuchPctidons, 
or \Vsirr3ints^as.^alhe ofthopna^ 
tares that are forbidden in the fche-' 
dulc hereunto annexed (" vpon that 
perill iphichis due /oy«f J prefump^ 
tion ) but fFe doe forbid our Sqcvc - 
taric of E{late,/fe keeper of Our 
priuie Scale, and Our Chancel- 
lour of England , tofeale anyfuch 
Graunt or Warrant , before they 
ham enformedV s particulerly , and 
receiueda net» fignifi cation of Our 
pleafurt^ by a neup W^arrant vn^ 
der Our hand* aAnd becau/e ff^e 
haue obferued aljoy that the fvpift^ 
neffe in preparing^ OiXXBXxts befdte 
rfe Suites bemooued, (a courfecon-- 

2 trary 
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trarj to all good order , ) £r often ^ 
times ameane to hinder the exami - 
ninff and difHnclion of mens 
Suits : iVee doe ItJ^mfe command 
0«r principal I Secretaric , Our 
Mafters o/K.c(\nc(iSyand all other 
Minifters imployedvnderOurSe" 
cretarie in that {cruicc, not to fujfer 
any Warrants to be made for any 
Suite , before the matter haste bene 
mooued vnto Vs by petition , and 
Ourfleafurefignifedfor thaiVfsa^ 
rant K»hich is to pa^ Our hand; 
Exception. Except it beforanyfuch Warrants 
or priuie Scales , asferue to dtreU 
or appoint anyfummes oftooncy to 
beeij ifiuedfor paiments, that coiu 
cerne any prefent kruictfor Our 
fclu es, or 0«r Eftate, Tpbich are 

things 
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things of othernature^ andofgrea^ 
ter expedition then matters of Kc^ 
ward. 

(tyfnJin afmuchasW^e are dejirous To preuent 
topreuent the needlejje attendance ofsuISs, 
fu Iters, to their charge and difaf^ 
f ointment y (yshich is little better, if 
not more preiudiciall, then a meere 
dcniall,) ortoleauemen incertaine, 
Vfithin i»hat natures of Suites, they 
may containe theirhopes, andi»hen 
and T»here , thej may rejbrtfor an- 
fwere or dilpatch : Wee^ haue 
thought good, to conceiue and declare 
\n another Schedule, (" hereunto 
annexed^ the natures of fuch Suits 
iiohereinW^earepleafedto be moued. 
^ndfor the maneroffrofounding 
ormouing them. We doe further de^ 

S z dare 
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cUre, that either Our Princ'tpaH 
Sccrctaxic for the time beings or 
fome by Our appointment for hirrL-> , 
and the Mafter o/"Requcfts then 
attending, flyaUhaue audience of1)s 
for all Suits that doe concerne Our 
Bou nty once in euerj vpeel^e at leaH: 
At "Vphich time if the fame Jhallap^ 
feare, to he i»ithin the natures ahoue 

limiution, limited for Reward, Our T^lea^ 
furefhaU befo declared to thofe that 
doeprefent them, as the Suitorsjhall 
knonif y^hat thej may looT^efor, and 
yohere thejfhall he difpatched,accor^ 
ding to the nature of the Suit that is 
moued: "But if any of thofe Suites 

^«ouaA- /hall require further examination or 
information from anjofOurOfd'- 
cers or Commihioncrs ^r^hofe^ 
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J{noii»ledge therein may he neceRary^ 

forVmng ^s further light ofthe^ 
Value and Nature thereof, they 
Jhall then he referred to thofe "whome 
it concernethyVpon vphofe Aiifwcres 
and Certificates JVee i»iUJigntfe^ 
ur further ^leafure^ as caufe Jhall 
require* 
aAnd hecaufe there may he Suits^ ^^ 

ii»hich doe not fall mthin thehm' 

ledge or diUinBion of proper OflB.- 
cers and Offices C in 'which cafes it 
may he conuenientto referre the Ex- 
amination of them tofomefuchper^ 
fons as may conferre mth the parties , 
that doe prefent the /aid Suits, or 
thofe that may hauefome particuler 
interefl in the fame, either in refbeB 
of trade or othemije, ) Wee haue 

i 3 thought 
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thought meet ( inthatreJpeS) to ap> 

Commif- point a certa'me number of Com- 

fioners. rn\{siontrs,to examme and confiJef 

ofall/uchparticulerSy asfljallbe re^ 

ferredvnto them hyVsor Our Coun-* 

fell, (t/fnd tofreuent the faf sing or 

f vaunting of any thing i»hich Jhould 
e contrary to our Lances , We haue 
made Our choice ofperfbnsfeuerally 
qualified y both in thevnderflanding 
of our Lories, and other k^mledgesy 
that they may befo much the better 
enabled, to re fort the quality offiich 
Suits, to Our Triuy Councel af- 
ter conferencLj Vfith the Suitors, 
and Examination of their feuerall 
natures, and the Circumfianccs 
depending thereupon, v^hich vpould 
tal^e too much time , from Oar fay d 

friuy 



If 

^my Councell, iftheyfhould 
ivDl he Jirfl prepared and digefiedij 
that cQurfevphichis herein exfrejfed, 
Lafily, hecaufe We Vfould he loth Rer«iiaiion 



fbribfent' 



that thofe that haue not dayly accejje men. 
vnto Vs y fhould thinl^e themjemes 
in danger Jlill to bepreuented hy o^ 
thersy vpho haue more^ meanes to 
mooue Suites for themfelues then 
they haue^ W^e doe declare hereby, 
that (except it be in Cafes wherein 
fomejpeciall indufiry ^difcouery 
may mooue Vs.more properly to re^ 
jpeB the firjl Suitor then any o^ 
ther) fVee rfiill hot Jt^er any Jitch 
aduantage to be tal^n by one mam 
neerenejje more then another , as not 
to make it one of Our (f!»ne Cares 
(yAofoeuerbe the Moouer^ tollay 

either 



either the T»hole, or part for others, 
that defer He Tpell, though they bee 
abfent , according as Weefhall oi" 
ferue^ , that Wee haue beene good 
vnto fitch a Suitor before jm fomt^ 
things el/e, orjhallfinde the Suites 
themfelues to be of fitch Value, at 
may content more then one. 
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A MEMORIAL 

OF THOSE SPE- 
ciall things for which Wee 
exfrejly command that no Suitor 
pTefume tomoue'Us , being mau 
ters either contrarj to Our limes, 
orjiich principal/ Profits of Our 
Crowne, andfetledP>^e.vitR\ic, 
atarefittoheifholly referued/o 
Our atunevfe, vntill Our Eflate 
he repaired. 

^ Things contrary to Our Lames, 

I Onopolies. 

I. /^ Raunts of the 

^^ bene^te of zny 

Tenal Lames, or of power to dil^ 

C pence 
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pence with the Lai^e , or com- 
pound for tht for/enure^ • 

^ ^B^eruedto Our 0T»ne vJL^. 

2. O E nts. Lands, and Lealcs, 
•*^ in tojjej^on or ^uerjiorty 
not barring the Tenants ii^pof- 
fefion^to renew their Eftates, for 
xxj.yeeres, or three Hues , as hath 
bene vfed heretofore, 

4. A L lands entailed vpon the 
'^ ^Crowne. 

5. /^ VHomes yfmpofitions , and 
^^ Seifures ror me fame. 

tf. T Icences to fmfort , or £xr- 
•*^^ortk commodities prohi^ 

bited 
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bited by the Lauf , or any lawful! 
Commodities, without paying the 
due (^uUome 

?• P Rofits rifing out of Our 
■'• Tenures, (tdlienations, ^nd 
Fineskukd, or 'Recotteries, cither 
Common^coueries, or other. 

8. P Rofits anfwered vnto Vs, 
-■• from any o£0\xr Seales . 

9' ti Sfarts , zndT)efeBiueTi'' 
-^ ties, as things oncly fit to 
be meafured by the rules of Our 
owne conlcience^ 

10. r^ EbtS2indAccomptsvrheT^ 

'-^ upon there is any Seifttre 

or StaUement, ditid all other ©^to 

C ^ and 



l6 

and Jccompts accraed fince_the 

J I. T^ He Fines of the Starrer 
* Qhamber. 

12, ^J" O newe Tenfions to bee 
•*'^ ffranted. 

^J^uerthelejfe^ out of the ^ene^ 
mlitie of the Natures abouefaide^ 
We intend to be excepted the Parti- 
culars exfreffed in the Schedule 
next enfuinpy in Vfhich We ham con^ 
temedaUthe Natures, thatWee^ 
meane to haue referued for Our 
Bountie, 

A ME. 



A MEMORIAL 

OF THOSE SVITS 

•fnhereinWe are contented to bee 
moued by Our Seruants and Sub- 
ie3s, and to reuard them accor- 
ding tothe particular merit ojthe 
Suitor. 



of Ofpces in Our 
/,to meet and wor» 
■perfons. 



2. 



T^Eeping of Tar^s and 
<* *■ fVaHes in Chafes and For' 

«Hx,and keeping oi Qajlks^orts 

oxHoufes. 



3. 'p Orfeitures of Landes and 

•*■ (7oo(/x that flial grow here. 

C J aftfr 
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alter by Murthm or other Feto^ 
m^/, wherein neuerthelefle Wee 
doe Araightly forbid allperfons 
whatfocuer they be, that (halbe 
Suitors to Vs for any fuch Forfeit 
tures, if there fhalbe any motion 
made before the Offendours bee 
duly conui(fted,that they do not 
in any fort refort to any of Our 
Judges, luftices, learned Coun- 
ccll, or other minifters of lu- 
ftice 3 nor intermeddle directly 
or indirectly in the proiecution 
of the ^«/e, before the Offendors 
be duely conuidled, vpon paine 
both to bee difabled to obtaine 
their Suite or any part thereof^ or 
otherwife to incurre Our dif- 
pleafurc for their contempt' in 
that bchalfe. 



4., T) Ardons in Cafes appear 
r rJ'^g vnto Vs by due Qer* 
tificate dinSCommeniiation, to be fit 
to receiue Our Mercy, 

5. p Scheacs that £h all growc 
^^ due for want ofHeirel^ by 

^aftardte orotherwife. 

6. T Ands that fhal be hereaf- 
^-^ ter purchafed by Aliens, 

7. "PN Enization o^{nch ferfons 
*^ as (hall be thought fit. 

8. p? Orfeitures ofOutiaypries of 
•^ fuch as (hall bee hereafter 

Outlayited after judgement , and 
(land koutlai»ed by the fpace of 
fixe moneths , after the Outlamie 

rctur- 
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returned, and like wife of fuch as 
are already cw/^/^^^^Z after ludge^ 
ment, and ftiall not difchargc 
fucK otulavfrie within fixe mo- 
ncths next after the date hereof* 
with Cautions and T^rouifion that 
the true Creditors ftiall bee firft 
payd their debts, and that none 
of Our SubiecJts flialbe fued by 
force of fuch GrauntyfoT any debt 
or other caufe in Our Name, 
but onely in the name of the 
Qramtet^ , and with a Claufe to 
be conteined in fuch our Grants^ 
for fubmitting the fame to Our 
Court oi Exchequer Sot the miti- 
;ation of the extremitie of the 
forfeiture, a tenth part of the be- 
ncfitc of fuch outlaprieio mitiga- 
ted 
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ted to be referucd to Our owne 
Vfc. 

p. T)7^^Sfx of new inuention, 
•*• fo they be not contrary to 
the Lauf, nor mifchicuous to the 
Stattj, by raifing prices of cow- 
modities at home, or hurt o^ trade, 
or otherwise inconuenient. 

I o»T^ ^^^J due before the xxx. 
•"-^ yeere of Q^ Sb^^aheth, 
whereupon there is no fetfure or 
fnHallement. 

1 1. y\ Lfo, whereas in the Sche^ 
*" duicj of things relerued 
from Suit, We haue made men« 
tion Q^aJJJarts and De/eBiue Tt^ 
tks, as cafes Bt onely to be mca- 

D fured 









fiired by Our ownc cdnfcience ; 
Yet We do hereby declare, that 
We do not vnderAand (as com^ 
prehended in that Our re/erua^ 
tion) fuch intrujtons as haue bene 
made vpon O \ir pojp/sions by co- 
lour of any Intane^whcrc thtfn^ 
taile is fpent , or by colour ofany 
/^/•we, where the /^'w^ is expired, 
being matter of plaine dtjinheri^ 
Jon vnto Vs , and that which no 
SubieU \Vi his ownt intereH would 
indurc: And therefore We are 
wellpleafed, That Our Seruants 
and Subiefls do moue Vs in cafes 
of thofe t^o natures » Prouided 
alwaies,that they do not fal vpon 
any thofe particular 77?/^/which 
are already made knowen vnto 

Vs, 






Vs , and ^2f^red into a S(?^/^, 
fined by the Rand of the Qhancel^ 
lour of Our Exchequer , to the 
view whereof^ as occafion fhall 
ferue,they«/Vfrmaybe admitted, 
to the intent he may thereby fee, 
there is no caufe to reward him 
for difcouerj of that, which is al- 
ready kno wen ; neither, alfo that 
they meddle with any more an- 
Citntjntrufions yhut onely fuch, 
where the fntrufions haue bene 
made, fincc the firfl yeere of i^ 
H 8. And that the Suitors fiib- 
mit themfclues to fuch comfofiti- 
o«, as ftialhemadc by our (^om^ 
mtfiioners. And a tenth part oAhe 
benefit of fu ch Qowpofition sls {hall 
accrue to bee referued to Our 

© z Jeluer, 



felmffZnd Our/ucceffburs,Ar\d the 
parties in pojfefjion, to take a new 
!P/j^^n^ , with the former Tenure 
rcfcrucdf 

zA^nd becaufe We are mlli 
thofe moneys i»hich doearife vj the 
faults of ofFendoui s , majfome^ 
times feruefor matter of Bountie, 
( to arpell deferuing feruant^ after 
they are leutedin a courfe ^lufticc, 
and moderated by thofe rules ^equu 
tieWdifcrction, n>ith micb the 
publique minifters doe temper the 
feueritie and rigour of the Lawes, 
and not purfued orprolecuted hy 
priuate men , Vshojorthe most part 
care not hcf» they molefl^orftrainc^ 
theSnhkci in fuch cafes : Wee doe 
firn declare y that Wee are pleafed. 

That 



That allfuch moneys asjhallhere 
after come into Our Exchequer, 
grmin? either vpori forfeitures , or 

2 on Fines infltUed by any of Our 
ourcs of lufHce for notorious 
crimes^^Wmifdemeanours (Our 
Qourt ^Star-chamber onely ex^ 
cepted) /halite Jo diUii;^guiJhed and 
feueredin the Ktcti^x.(i»ithout be^ 
ing mingled mth any other Trca- 
fure, noY xSwt^forany Ourc(i»ne 
occafions ) as IVee may diUribute^ 
pitch portion thereof, asjhallfeeme 
good vnto Vs , vpon any man that 
mcriteth Reward. fFherein^ai^ 
though IVee J^oT» WeeJhaU depart 
voith many branches ofthofe Re- 
ceipts , yifhich haue come vnder the 
Title q/" ordinary cafuall Reuc- 

D 3 nue 



nue of the Kings of England; 
Yet IVee haue thought it more agree^ 
able to Honour and luftice , and 
to the prefidents of the gteateU 
and m/eB Princes , ( afvppU Our 
ne'tghhourSyM OwrPredecellburs^ 
y»hen Wee are dijpofed to Reward 
any man out ofjuch cafualcies^ to 
vfe Our ai»ne ludgement for the 
quantitie ^ and not to leaue the^ 
profecution infuch cafes to pri^ 
uate men , leU tphen thejl^rim the 
particular nature of that offence 
fromVfhich their htntUt fhouldba^ 
deriued , thej may tahfome fuch 
mdire<5l and violent courfes, (in 
refpeU of their mne^ gaine ^ asis 
farre contrary to that Glemencie, 
i»hich Wee haue euer yfedy and in * 

tend 
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tend to doe to all Qur louing Sub- 

iedls ; hauing euer thought it as pro^ 
per for Vsy ( reJheUing Our King- 
ly Office) to be the moderatour 
of the rigour of Our Lawes , as to 
pre/eruc^ them from negledt, the 
one leading to oppreflion ofma^ 
ny, arid the other to the ouerthrow 
and dijfolution of the Jpholc^,, 

fn TUfhich confidemtion alfo, 
i»hereas Wee haue heene contented 
heretofore C andfo are flill deter" 
mined ^ to beUovp vpon ditters^er^ 
fons according tothetr mtritfome^ 
portion of that Benefit iUfhich the 
Lawes haue giuen Vs , vpon the 
conuidlion of Recufants. fFee 
doe'frU expreflj fignife Our great 
dijlike of fuch oi out of defire of 

their 
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their cufrnfriuate profit , hdueta-' 
hn , orjhall taJ^ vndue^ and ex ^ 
treme courfes againU any of Our 
Subieds, af»eUhy\ndimv\g them 
in places "where they bane no refi^ 
dcnce, as other»i/e ; ^Andnext, 
hecaufe Wee haute bene alfo infor- 
med. That fome others ^ toTpbome 
JVeee haue fajfed fuch Graunts, 
hauefomuch abufed Our fauours, 
as to frefurne to compound mth 
diuers iUaffeUed^for light fummcs, 
before any Conui<aion , (l»herebj 
the ofFendours in that l^nde haue 
beene the more backward to con^ 
forme themfelues : mtich is cmtm^ 
rj to the godly ende and purfoji of 
Our Lawcs , that aymed not at 
/ie/rpum'ftimcnr, but at their re- 
formation : 
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ibrmation ; Wee doe hereby com^ 
maundy that in all Graunts oflik^ 
nature hereafter , a Jpectall C\2i\yk 
he inferted , that no fuch Graunts 
doe in anyvpife proceed to Compo- 
fition Vfith any Recufanr before a 
layfifuU Conuidlion. <Ulndfur^ 
ther y that fuffcient Caution and 
Securitie begpuen, thatWe bedue^ 
ly anfoperedofa third ofthofe For- 
feitures or Compofitions^ for the 
better vpholding and continuing of 
that proportion of Reuenue, 
vphtch We haue heretofore 
receiued. 
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NOTE UPON THE BOOK OF BOUNTY. 

The Declaration relating to matter of Bounty, published by King 
James I. in 1610, is probably imique among legal documents. In 
form a royal proclamation, it comprises a statement of the common 
law concerning monopolies, to which is owing its present import- 
ance and for the sake of that statement it has been endorsed by 
Parliament and in effect incorporated in the Statute of Monopolies. 
The authenticating enactment runs as follows : — 

Forasmiieh as youi most excellent majesty m your royal judg- 
ment, and of your blessed disposition to the weal and quiet of 
your subjects, did, in the year of our Lord Ood 1610, publish in 
print to the whole realm, and to all posterity, that all grants of 
monopolies, and of the benefit of any penal laws, or of power to 
dispense with the law, or to compound for the forfeiture, are 
contrary to your majesty's laws, wbich your majesty's declaration 
is truly consonant, and agreeable to the ancient and fundamental 
laws of this your realm : And whereas your majesty was further 
graciously pleased expressly to command that no suitor should 
presume to move your majesty for matters of that nature ; yet, 
nevertheless, upon misinformations and untrue pretences of 
public good many such grants have been unduly obtained and 
unlawfully put in execution to the great griejance and incon- 
venience of your majesty's subjects, contrary to the laws of this 
your realm, and contrary to your majesty's royal and blessed 
intention, so published as aforesaid : For avoiding whereof and 
preventing of the like In time tO come, may it please your most 
excellent majesty at the humble suit of the lords spiritual and 
temporal and the commons in this present Parliament assembled, 
that it may be declared and enacted, and be it declared and 
enacted by the authority of this present Parliament, that, ftc. 

In accordance with the idea embodied in this preamble, the 
entire Statute is modelled upon the Declaration, and much of its 
language is borrowed from that source. But the Declaration itself, 
so important as it is in the history and exposition of the law, so 
interesting from every point of view, has most imaccoimtably been 
lost to knowledge for upwards of two hundred and fifty years. It 
was reprinted in 1619 by the order of King James but probably has 
never been reproduced in any form since that date. The reference 
made to it in the Statute of Monopolies is so vague that perhaps 
it would never have led to its identification at the present date 
had not the deficiency been supplied by the contemporary testi- 
mony of Sir Edward Coke. He makes three separate allusions 
to the document. Two of these are to be found in the Third 
Institute in the chapters treatiQg of Monopolies (a) and Penal 
Laws (6) respectively. Both passages are expressed in substantially 
the same terms, and they state in e£Pect that the Case of Penal 
Laws (c) and the Case of Monopolies {d) were principal motives of 

(a) 3 Inst. 182. {b) 3 Inst. 187. (e) 7 Co. Bep. 126. , (^) 11 Co. Bep. 84. 
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the king's book mentioned in the preamble of the Act, and that the 
book was a great motiye of obtaining the Boyal Assent to the 
statute. 

The third reference in Coke occurs in his comment appended to 
the Case of Monopolies {/), where he says, "our Lord the King 
that now is, in a book which he in zeal to the law and justice 
commanded to be printed anno 1610, intituled * A declaration of 
his Majesty's Pleasure,* &c., p. 13, has published that monopolies 
are things against the laws of this realm, and therefore expressly 
commands that ho suitor presume to moye hi-m to grant any of 
them, &c." 

The reference here to the title and to the contents of page 13 
affords a complete identification and proves beyond argument that 
the text now re-pubHshed is the same from which Sir E. Coke 
quoted. 

The circumstances attending the composition and publication of 

this most interesting document haye been sufficiently discussed 

from the present writer's point of yiew elsewhere (^f). By the 

kindness of Professor Gardiner I am enabled here to add some 

comments of his contained in a letter upon this subject addressed 

by him to my friend Mr. A. B. Shaw. 

Sevenoaes, 

October 17, 1896. 
Deab Mb. Shaw, 

I haye examined the little book in the Museum 
Library, and quite understand why it is not included in 
K. James's works. It is not a peisonal production of his 
own, but an official declaration issued in his name, like any 
other declaration or proclamation. Though it was printed in 
1610 (i.e., between March 25, 1610, and March 25, 1611), 
it was drawn up in the end of 1608, and was one of 
Salisbury's many attempts to check James's extrayagance. 
You will find it in va rious forms amongst the State Papers 
Domestic XXXYII., 72—76 (Mrs. E. Green's Calendar, 
1603—10, p. 467). 

The only interest that attaches itself to the date of publi- 
cation is to show that it was printed in coimection either 
with the Great Contract or with the break-up of the Parlia- 
ment. I do not remember any eyidence which would fix 
the date to the month. 

The reference to it in the Statute of Monopolies is delusiye. 
James in his declaration declared monopolies to be illegal, 
meaning, I belieye, the grant of the right of sole selling of 
ordinary products in accordance with the judicial decision in 
the case of cards. Further on James expressly excepts the 

(/) 11 Co. Bep. 88. book the blocks were prepared from 

(^) The reference here is to my which the present reprint has been 
"JlionopoliesbyPatents," for which executed. — ^J. W. G. 
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right of sole selling on new inventions. If your friend "will 
look at my argument at the beginning of the Hifitory of 
England, Vol. lY., and at a paper of mine in Archaeologia, 
XT J. 224, he will see that my notion is that the patents 
which gave offence were based on the view that the goods 
protected were new inventions or (what came to the same 
thing) new introductions, but that from motives of public 
policy the definition was very loosely considered, and made 
to cover many things which were not fairly covered by 
either term. 

If your friend disagrees with this view, I shall be only 
too glad to consider his arguments, and, at all events, he 
will find in the references and quotations a good deal of 
information on the subject. 

Believe me. 

Tours sincerely, 

Samttel B. Gabdineb. 

As the result of inquiries made at some of the principal libraries, 
I have notes of the following surviving copies of the book : — 

BODLEIAN. 

/Two copies of each edition. Three of the 

four copies are in volumes of 17th 
century pamphlets bound up together 
in modem times. The fourth was 
certainly not bound up before 1613. 
The contents of that volume are 
various small books — ^the Declaration 
coming first and being succeeded by a 
book on the Art of Jugling. (Com- 
municated by Mr. E. W. B. Nicholson. ) 

BBITISH MUBEUM. 

Edition of 1610. Two copies bound separately. Catalogued 
under the heading '^ Great Britain and Ireland. — 
James I., King." 

The press marks are 115. a. 25, and 709. a. 1. 
(The edition standing at 115. a. 25, from which 
the annexed facsimile has been taken, 
was presented to the Museum by King 
George HE.) 

Edition of 1619. One copy. 

Bonnd up with several other Proclamations and 
Pamphlets. Catalogued under the heading < * Great 
Britain and Ireland. — James I., King." 

This is the seventh tract in the 1603—1627 volume of 
the " Bumey Collection of Papers, &c." 

(Communicated by Mr. W. S. Johnson.) 



Edition of 1610. 



Edition of 1619. 
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OAMBTimGE UNIVEBSITY LIBBABY. 

Edition of 1610. A perfect copy. 

Bound up with several other proclamations, &c., ol 
contemporary date (1605 — 1613), and all printed 
by Bobert Barker, but haying no other apparent 
connection with the Book of Bounty. It stands 
No. 3 in the Collection. 

The book comes from Bishop Moore's OoUeotion and 
was presented to the Library by King George IH. 

(Communicated by Mr. H. Fletcher Moulton.) 

DUBLIN— Trinity College Library. 

Edition of 1610. 

Bound up with several other proclamationB and 
pamphlets by various printers of contemporary 
date (1607 to 1626), but having no apparent 
connection with the book. It stands No. 1 in 
the Collection. 
This volume is classed : '* DD.kk. 18, No. 7." 

Edition of 1619. 

Bound up with miscellaneous pamphlets. It stands 

No. 2 in the Collection. 
This volume is classed : '' P.IL 24, No. 2.*' 
(Communicated by Mr. Alfred de Burgh.) 

EDINBUBGH— Advocates' Library. 

Edition of 1619. 

One of a miscellaneous volume of pamphlets of dates 
ranging from 1607 to 1626, and having no con- 
nection with one another. The binding of the 
volume seems to be early 18th century. 

(Communicated by Mr. J. T. Clark.) 

MIDDLE TEMPLE. 

Edition of 1610. A perfect copy. 

Bound with the collection of *' Miscellaneous Tracts " 
in the Library, of which it forms No. 4 in voL 48. 
(Communicated by Mr. J. Hutchinson.) 

The book appears to be a small quarto, but the publishers tell me 
that it seems from the printer's signatures upon the pages to have 
been printed in octavo form and that its present appearance is 
probably due to cutting down. It is described as a quarto in the 
British Museum Catalogue. 
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